LOWCOUNTRY FREEDOM REIGNS FESTIVAL 2017


THE EVOLVING ROLE OF WOMEN IN SOCIETY
Continuing Legal Education Seminar

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sponsored by Charleston School of Law and Lowcountry Freedom Reigns Committee

September 7, 2017
1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Charles Towne Landing
Founders Hall
Charleston, South Carolina

The Honorable Former Chief Justice Jean Hoefer Toal, South Carolina Supreme Court Presenter and Moderator

Panelists:	Dr. Mary Thornley, President of Trident Technical College
		Karen Floyd, Attorney at Law
		Shawan Gillians, Attorney at Law
		Kim Powell
		Marjorie Wentworth
		Christy Irons
Agenda
1:30 p.m.	Chief Justice Jean Hoefer Toal, Presentation

2:30 p.m.	Panelist Discussion


Course Outline
This seminar will address the roles of females throughout American history; moving from being considered a non-entity unless married and the property of the husband when married to voting, working, family control, politics.

Faculty Description:
The Honorable Former Chief Justice Jean Hoefer Toal: Chief Justice Hoefer Toal received her J.D. from the University of South Carolina School of Law where she served as Managing Editor, Leadings Articles Editor and Book Review Editor of the South Carolina Law Review. Chief Justice Toal practiced law for 20 years prior to her election to the South Carolina Supreme Court. When she was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in 1968, women comprised less than one percent of the licensed lawyers in South Carolina. She was the first woman in South Carolina to chair a standing committee of the House of Representatives. She is the first female to serve as a Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court and the first and only female to serve as the Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court. 

Dr. Mary Thornley: Dr. Mary Thornley has been president of Trident Technical College since 1991. She holds associate and bachelor’s degrees from Mars Hill College, a masters of teaching degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a doctorate of education in curriculum and instruction from the University of South Carolina. She was awarded an honorary degree from College of Charleston in 2013. She has been recognized by numerous organizations for her outstanding leadership, service to Charleston as well as her continued strong advancement of diversity, inclusion, access, and equity in South Carolina higher education. 

Karen Floyd: Karen Floyd has led eight affiliated yet distinct companies, all under the Palladian Group banner she founded in 1997. She is recognized as one of the most dynamic CEOs in the Southeast. She earned her Juris Doctorate from the University of South Carolina School of Law, where she was elected President of the Student Bar Association. She was the first woman to be elected chair of the South Carolina Republican Party. She has also been nationally recognized as the first woman elected in many categories including Chief Magistrate, Chairperson of County Council, and State Party Chairperson. 

Shawan Gillians: Shawan Gillians currently serves as the interim treasurer at Santee Cooper in Charleston. She earned her B.A. from Wofford College in Economics and Religion, and a MBA from the University of South Carolina, a Juris Doctorate from the Marshall Wythe Law School at the College of William and Mary. In addition to other community service roles, she has volunteered on a number of Coastal Community Foundation grants committees, including Giving Back to Berkeley County, Open Grants, and Lowcountry Unity Fund Mini Grants. 

Kim Powell:  Kim Powell is the owner and operator of Woodhouse Spas.  She has a strong business background and is deeply involved in community service. 

Marjory Wentworth:  Majory Wentworth is on the faculty at the Art Institute of Charleston. She is the co-founder and former president of the Lowcountry Initiative for the Literary Arts. She serves on the Editorial Board of the University of South Carolina’s Palmetto Poetry Series, and she is the poetry editor for Charleston Currents. Her work is included in the South Carolina Poetry Archives at Furman University, and she is the Poet Laureate of South Carolina. 

Christy Irons: Christy Irons currently serves as the Project Coordinator for Resolution Reinsurance Intermediaries, LLC. She earned her B.A. from the University of South Carolina in History and English. 
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