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Charleston County Bar Association presents former public defender with the prestigious James Louis Petigru Award


CHARLESTON, SC – D. Ashley Pennington, former Ninth Circuit Public Defender and civil rights trial attorney, has devoted his career to protecting client rights in the judicial system and helping prisoners transition to life at the end of their incarceration. Last evening, the Charleston County Bar Association (CCBA) acknowledged him and his selfless work with the prestigious James Louis Petigru Award.

“I am deeply grateful for the kindness and support I have received from so many members of the Charleston County Bar throughout my career. I am a big fan of James Louis Petigru. I am humbled to be selected by the Petigru Committee as a recipient of this award,” said Pennington.
 
Pennington has spent his career as a defense attorney in the federal and state courts. He served as the public defender for Charleston and Berkeley Counties from 2008 until 2022. During his tenure, he helped develop the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council and founded a South Carolina Re-Entry Initiative to assist formerly incarcerated individuals succeed once they are released. Currently, he serves as special counsel at Burnette Shutt & McDaniel, PA. There, he is working to improve mental health care and safer conditions of confinement for pretrial detainees in South Carolina jails. 

“Ashley Pennington is a natural advocate for others. He never blusters or raises his voice. He is honest and calmly persuasive. Both judges and juries recognize him for what he is: a fine lawyer who has brought honor to our profession for the past 40 years,” said Francis X. McCann, a member of the Petigru Award Committee.

The Petigru Award is not an annual honor; it is only given at the discretion of a standing committee of the organization to formally recognize an individual who has exemplified the highest principles of the legal profession. Pennington is the sixth person to receive the James Louis Petigru award. The other five recipients are Armand Derfner, civil rights attorney; Ruth Cupp, the first female member of the Charleston County Bar Association; the Honorable Richard Fields, former circuit court judge; Coming Ball Gibbs, a prominent criminal defense attorney; and Morris D. Rosen, founder of Rosen, Rosen & Hagood Law Firm.
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About the Charleston County Bar Association
The Charleston County Bar Association is a nonprofit organization committed to promoting ethics and education within Charleston County's legal community as well as assisting the public through outreach programs and service projects. It consists of more than 2,200 members.
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